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Guide to Tree works and the law  
Flow chart 1. 

Is the tree  in  a  conservation  area?  

Yes  No 

Does  the tree  have a  tree preservation  

order  (TPO) on  it?  
The contractor will req uire  planning  permission 

for any  works  to  be carried  out. Contact your  

local authority.  

See Flow Cha rt 2  

Yes 

Is the tree  being  cut between  1st 

March  and  31st August?  

No  

The contractor will req uire  

planning permission   for  any 

works  to  be  carried  out. Contact 

your  local a uthority.  

See flow  chart 3.  

Yes No 

If the tree is to be saved, then an emergency 

TPO can be applied for. Contact your local 

authority 

The tree should have had either a bird nesting survey 

done by a suitably licenced ecologist or been checked for nesting birds by a 

competent person. If there is evidence of nesting or evidence of birds/chicks, 

killed or injured and nests destroyed, take photographic/video evidence, 

contact the local police on 101 and report a wildlife crime and contact your 

local authority. 
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Trees in a conservation area Flow chart 2 

Six weeks notice to local planning authority 

Six weeks notice given 

Pre notice advice/site visit 

Notice  acknowledged and registered 

Public consultation?   Six weeks notice period expires 

Site visit 

Local authority objects/

objections received?  -
 

-  Yes  Would a TPO be appropriate? 

TPO made 

NO  

TPO controls apply. See 

flow  chart 3.  Contractor notified  

Work detailed can be carried out 

within 2 years of date of notice. 

Proposed work exempt 

Relevant person informed 

Work stated in notice and 

can be carried out 

Duty to re-plant may apply 

if tree felled. 
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Application to carry out works on trees protected 

by a TPO 

Flow chart 3 

Initial enquiry for works to 

Local Authority 

Pre-application advice/site visit 

Works exempt? Application to Local Authority made 

with  standard application form.  
No 

Yes 

Applicant advised Yes Works exempt? 

Application valid? No Applicant informed 

Exempt works can be 

carried out  
Yes 

No 

Application validated and registered 

Re-planting/ 

conditions may apply 

Consented works can be carried out 

Site visit 

Consent granted? No Right to appeal 

Yes 

Local Authority may 

impose conditions 
Consent not issued  

in 8 weeks  

Consent granted 

Consent includes conditions 




